[Use of serological markers of hepatitis B and C viruses in a health center].
To find the use of serological markers for the Hepatitis B (HBV) and Hepatitis C (HCV) viruses by doctors at an urban Health Centre, assessing the number of requests and their diagnostic effectiveness. Prospective and retrospective study of observation. Primary Care. Urban Health Centre. All those for whom requests for HBV and HCV serological markers were made between 1.1.92 and 30.3.93. A total of 131 requests for HBV markers and 82 for HVC ones were made during the study period (1% of the total analyses performed). 30.5% of the HBV markers and 12.2% of the HCV ones were positive. 36% of the requests for HBV markers were for preventive as against 64% for diagnostic reasons. The diagnostic effectiveness (percentage of positives among the requests made for diagnostic reasons) was 35.7% for HBV and 13% for HCV serology. The manner of contagion could not be determined from the information collected in the clinical notes for 56% of the patients with positive serology. The performance of a Hepatic Biopsy was recorded for 10% of the patients with positive HBV or HCV serology, with diagnoses of 4 cases of active chronic Hepatitis and one of late cutaneous Porphyria. The availability of an accessible and correct request form for HBV and HCV markers could assist greater diagnostic accuracy and referral to specialists if required.